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s in the West that adhere to princif nles
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context and envik
however, -"Pl ace our focus out side the West,
LFLCO .”“._. --. ':'|'-'= s W "|'|_ a Ser 'ﬁ."'-""l. Lo
lascal sorictuces in countries suck h as Braz l,
Burkina Faso, Vietnam, and elsewhere.

A decp consideration tor the i}*l.'.ﬂ climare,
resources, and cultures can initiate tremen-
|_||:||_|x_'||_‘|'l. ANCes 1n r|'|-'. | llil[ L'I"'I'-:r'.::'.-.':r.
The projects featured here—from a low-
::1'||1_l|..|_ (111 |;:|'|[._-.||'|'-I|,||. E'h'..'aaq.ll”'ﬂ- .4'|l.'ld". I'i. -.1
on Sri Lankan watch hurs o an isolared
MNamibian desert recreat inspired by the nest
of a local bird—are -.'1.1r||p|-.'-. ot a careful,
research-driven, and localized approach,
In many cases, tradition and intuition are
the driving forces behind the overall
CONCCPL. "n"':'lﬂ-rkin-., with available marerials
and in |-.L:.':'U'.'L with the \|_|rr|||||'h‘||l:l|,.
terrain, architects n,,d. \spiration in n-.uh-
tion "l l" '":""'l"d & dll '-- "hlll" '%Ilu:n SLOnes,

|.!'IIII|:'II.'|-.| Froiam ['u. "*llrl'!llll'|d|| ,. .'|.I‘l.i
SLAPCs are mi wde or cur .1'. local |m nds, creat-
ing ||:-. .'|| LI'|'||.2'|1|1. MERE, .IIh‘I ""~[|”III" |-I|..l

h..m These are Appropriate Tesponses when
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restricted l‘lud;.,gutu. fL'k"'H'I'-'ll.'Hil.‘.1| limira-
tions, and the availability of materials.

Many of the practices producing these
trailblazing projects model new ways of
thinki ng and u'urkiug h:.' their v ery make
up. I[]TL"I-' often have younger and more
ge nder-balanced '.'.nr|~_1.:|n._._~. and ;hn
U'i'll.'lll.l'l opcn- -ended, democraric
L‘ILLI%I{:IJ1-H1.1.L.I|'|1__ |:'|| QOESSES W ||:|'| a .;I-'-\.Li;||_':,]1_,'
contemporary and L]mu!_l]u’rlu working
culture, This facilitates innovartive and origi-
nal problem-solvi ing, and may, in time,
contribute to a shift in mindset within the
discipline as a whole.

D¥iversity and attentiveness to new voices
are crucial for the d::'rdu]!-r:m-nr l:'rr-L'l.'rI‘IIq'I'['lj.':'U
rary architecrural practices, just as localism
and consideration for the environment are
for individual projects. This book does not
present a comprehensive list of localized
architecture; instead, it offers an incriguing
glimpse into this design caregory bevond
Western borders, .1n|.] we |1-ﬂ-p4: thar it
becomes a SLArCINE point for further explora-
tion of these regions and the individual
architects JEfn;.'-.'iing -:.'|:1:L:|1¥|-_'. Our t_‘,u.1l is for
the book to ~cp.1r]-; curiosity and encourage
readers to explore the immense opportuni-
tics thar arisc when we cast our vision
beyond the archirectural culrures of
F.ur-:rpu and North America.

The teatured projeces offer solutions to
some of the challenges faced by the inhabi-
tants of our planet, and to 5ctha:n' they repre-
sent the pnnllﬂhrr of a better future. The
architects showcased here, often working in
response to rapid urban growth, climare
change, and political and economic instabilicy,
have dni_r‘t:'ca.l]}' drawn on their tr.'L'Lning. the
knmvlu;dg‘: of their peers, and their own intu-
ition to develop unique local solutions. This
gnmnq{uﬂ, CLFIOS .1]1-}“(:!.1-:]1 should Inspire
other members of the I'I-H:lj'-l.'!i}iif.l[]. It is a local
call o arms for an international industry.
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[he West African region lics berween latinodes

4" N and 28°N of the equator and berween 15°E
and 16*'W of the Greenwich Meridian. Tz has an
estim aed population of 362,201,579 people, in
abiting an arca of about 2,000,000 square miles

2.1 19,976 square kilometers). The region con-
susts of 16 mainland countries E!-;-|.:|-_: Bueking
Faso, Cape Verde, Céee d'Ivoire, Gambia. Ch
i i_.||r|-_.|. Cruinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali. Mauritaniz
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and T :
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,:,|a.'||1__;; the Gult of Guinea, which is h”Td-'l'-'l'Ed. by
the Adantic Ocean, :
West Africa is one of the continent’s Mmigse
vibrant regions, with diverse cultures, climare,
:._h"l_'l_l-lllz_'\_:.. and vegetation, The area is home to
several ethnic groups, who live across narional
hwund_.lr'.n. For instance, populations of Fulani,
ane of the .':||;._'|.' st cthnic groups, live in n':‘“'lfr'
every mainland counery in West Africa, while the
Yoruba live in southern Nigeria, Ghana, Benin,
.I.;.:IHLZI. l:.rh.l."l h, ':. AHE I.‘I .]"a'l.:li e, .'Ll'ld ijrrj [,{'ﬂnf_
There are hundreds of smaller echnic groups living
HCI0ES :.:'.I.' :-I.'!-_"i':'lll. SnE I"Ir-'l.'a'hﬂ]ﬂ l_':ll".h:.l.l a5 mdf\-
pendent tribal states in the precolonial era.

A Brief History of West
African Architecture

Lhse various ethnic groups living across West Africa
have never had a |'|1|:|:|.|r1|_r|4_':|'||:'||_|5. indiga_':muﬁ archi-
tecture; instead, their architecrural seyles are as
varied as the influences chat jmpir::d.thcm. Fach
traditional cribal seare in }1[:;':;4,1-|-:_1|:|'i,|| West Africa
had 3 uniquee archirecoure rr||rr]'|]'|l::l|.1'|g:r', LCH-
graphy, and construction methodology influenced

The Lirabanga Mosgue in Ghasa, Buill i the Sedanese Sivie

jean in Wast Africa

BaClean ol 3 Potlupeese mad &5 ane of the "Benis Bianses” el wiukd

e orpinaly Secorated the Boyval Palace in Benin C Tr. ol gy Fipead

fings o Tarsbs Beri village in nhe Abakgrd

and shaped by its historical and socioculmural
parcarives, For instance, Sudano-Sahelian archi-
tecrre was the l.|.1l|:||i1:|.'|:|5.|: 1[1:[-;_- in the Sahkel
regian, which cues across northern Migeria, H"I-'."! r.
Chad, Mali, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Chad,
Cameroon, and Mauricania. This archireenural
style consists chicHy of Sun-baked earchen bricks.
§uls ally rendered in mud plaster. Flar roofs
F.-.'l'll.'l’.‘l]h. characterized the bui Il.‘Iil'lg_x_J_l'"_‘I in sme
instances, large seructures like masgues and
palaces had |1|§_"-. E:-rc:-trl.ld:ng’r'm|n the walls 2m6d
turrets, serving as scaffolds for periodic mainee
nance, Examples of these buildings include the
Girear Mosque of Djenné and the Sankore
Madrasah in Timbukru (one of the oldest uni-
versities im the I:'-L'i.,":ll.l'l'lt'. Warianes or huh'-t:.':l.'h af
this Form of architeceure include the Tubali,
which is defined |1:.'1':[| adobe walls adomed with
ENINCALe fi'l-l l.'1'.‘|'|||'|'|-1|'|'lli IEATION, SImMELTmEs ren-
dered in vibrant colors. This scyle is specific to
the Hawsa people. and it is commonplace across
:'.l||1|||.'.-|| :"'-:i!_"L':I'I.iI. I iﬂl.'f. :|.I'|l.‘|. L'-Th-tr ArCas II'I]'I-IIJ o
fred -:'-:. |1|.'-:'||,1||.' of Hatiga ethnici I!'n- The Ancient
Kano li_:.i[:c Walle :'H-::ul‘.n:r Maisa) and the Palace af
the Emir of Zazzau in the ancient city of Zaria
are examples of buildings built in this seyle,

The architecture in the H-i[.‘,"ﬁ of Benin was
J.|I||5-_;r'r|1-:_'r different feom dhat af the Sahel TCEROn.
'|E'.||';:__|_r||'| there were several exhnic groups in the
Bight of Benin, their architecrural styles had simi-
larities, such as the use of adobe walls and chatch
rownlbs; yet, there still existed a few 'ii"fi“.!-'.'"i-‘“hi g

I".'.|1||n.'1.. -.F-:_'ciﬁr tor cach echnic RrOUp. [he

architecrure |‘|i|_.;|'|'nl;._':'||'.'|.| the individuality of these
[rl_l'lu bur also mirrored their social strecoures,
cultural h tntage, tocal customs, and er hnio-
religious values.

Ihe city of Benin in mid-western Migeria was
once the capiral of arguably one of the mose
advanced rribal stares in West Africa—the Grear
Benin Empire. The influence of the Benin | mpine
is believed to have almost cavered the area from
presens-day southern Nigeria to Ghana, The archi-
tecrure in the Benin Kingdom rypically consisted
it r-.'d i:;r1h|.-|'| walls 'n.||_|| oS .'.r"_ml..-'. leaves. The
|"-E|J-C"-"| had |-.l.r|_.tl' upen courtvards, and the roofs
rested on massive earthen or wo ilen colimns, some-
times covered with brass carvings, lhe exterior
walls had -.I-.-n.-p horizontal :|.L‘_|_-|..:1. running the
|1r.r.1d|::"| o the buildi nigs, Uil ke ather settlements
of the time, the ciry was planned and designed
with precision, exhibiting urban fracral parrerns
uncommaon for an African city. A 1691 eve witness
account avtributed o a I"u-r:ul::m-u: ship ¢ ..|pu|r|.
Lourenco Pinto, describes it as follows: *The great

Benin where the king resides is '..'|:'__L'_l:r than
Lishan; all the strects run straighc and as far as
the eve can see. The houses are large, especially
that of the king. which is richly dec arated and
has fine columns, The city i weale |:|:. and indus-
teious. I is sowell !_'.l::l'.'l."ulli.'lj that theft is un
known, amd the peopic live in such securicy that
they have no doors in their howses,”

The arrival of Furopeans in West Africa perma-
nently altered the course of indigenous archirec-
[uire across the region through slavery and
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