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National Centre for Art, Crafts and Design, Mindelo, Sao Vicente Island
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Principal Architects : Eloisa Ramos - Moreno Castellano
Design team : Zico Lopes * Bruno Kenny < Edoardo Meneghin -

Marvin Delgado - Danil Silva - Marco dos Anjos

Structural Engineering : llidio Alexandre * Daniele Salvadorini -
Francesco Bini - Denise Martins e Ricardo Martins - Luis Delgado
Principal Materials : Concrete - Wood - Metal drum lid

Location : Mindelo, Sao Vicente Island

Photos : Sergio Pirrone
Text : RamosCastellano arquitectos
Interview : Grace Hung

in this part of the world the industrial revolution meant as the transition from manual labour to mechanization is slowly starting now
Here there still exist, and they are the majority, craftsmen who daily build artefacts for the people. It is normal to turn to a craftsman
for a piece of furniture, a door, some chairs. to wait patiently for him to make it, and to perceive the dexterity behind the object, built

with the necessary effort and care. Here, time is still not money. Every constructive element of the CNAD is the result of this type of

craftsmanship, the entire building is a great artisan work

"For us the CNAD in Mindelo. Cabo Verde, Africa, is an architectural scream One of ours aim in Cabo Verde, is to decolonize
architecture from the western paradigma, and show people that there are not third world countries In architecture, from this point,

since architecture is made by human being, we can also say that not exist third class human beings, there is only one single humanity,

and all the colors can live in harmony.” designer said

The construction and assembly work was carried out entirely by hand with the aid of machines which can be assimilated to simple
working tools. The fair-faced concrete was reinforced by skilled carpenters with different available types of wood and plywood. The
wooden frames were manufactured in artisan workshops with the aid of cutting and smoothing machines. where however, the human
element was predominant, In the metlal structure, on which the prefabricated elements were mounted, welded and assembled by the

carpenters, we have riveted 2,532 drumheads, recycled from old metal drums. which have been sandblasted and manually painted one

by one, to form a vibrant, colourful ventilated fagade
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