= L
¥ i n h-.l |.... .-.ll... H 3 .l......_.l.1lr. : e e, N
_r.__..._......,m.m.u._ A 1 R A .
s R e R b ..
Iy ey e, — i

Ee——r e e e i

— g =

- — F = .
T

— —
BRI e Feas
-§ H Fln . w IJ.Fu I..l:.‘..r i
F et | el R L W e ®

.

o —y
e T U e N

MVRDV

Colonising Seoul wi
232 plant species

- - - — g . o= * LT
g " PR e 2
TR ; . I T N
g - = " g #
e T ] %

e e ST

; ek .|.._. .—.idﬂlu...rlnl H ..I.... T _
i E—

a B,

1gning

Des

Dennis Gassner

Blade Runner. 2049

=
-
N
-
3,
L=
=
U
2
Z
|
—
e
Ia
@
<
&
O
=
™~
O
z
>
=
-
——
>
Q
—
L
>
=
<
—_
QU
=
L
-
=
<

he Aztecs

Inging t
back to life

Productora

SelgasCano’s Conference Centre has landed in Plasencia
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Eloisa Ramos and Moreno
Castellano designed a hotel
for hikers on the Cape
Verdean island of Sao Vicente.

lext and photos
Sergio Pirrone

[Long Section

Ramo

s Castellano Arquitectos

Mindelp —
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The Terra Lodge Hotel is situated on a
hill on the outskirts of Mindelo,

Mark 70
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600 km west of the African coasts of Senegal,
ten black stone tips emerge from the deep
blue sea, like obsidian hardened and polished
by the warm Saharan winds. The two groups
of islands — Barlavento and Sotavento - that
together form the Cape Verde archipelago, are
shaped like a handheld fan.

Cape Verde is home to architects
Eloisa Ramos and Moreno Castellano. They
met in early 2000, at the University of
Coimbra in Portugal, when they were studying
architecture. They became a couple and
embarked on a journey that took them first to
Florence and then to Los Angeles. In 2003, they
landed in Mindelo, port city of the island of Sao
Vicente. Castellano originates from Sardinia,
an island in the Mediterranean Sea, and was
looking for a life where freedom and wind meet

Long Section

on a surfboard. Ramos is Cape Verdean, born
on the neighbouring island of Santo Antao, the
most north-western of the Barlavento group
and a growing tourist destination.

While Sao Vicente, dry and constantly
whipped by strong hot winds, has a shaggy
and yellowish vegetation because of the
lack of rain, Santo Antao, only 15 km away,
mountainous and surrounded by gorgeous
deep ravines, is quite damp and green.

Every year Santo Antao attracts thousands

of tourists who want to experience the
wonderful hiking trails in its dramatic coves.
But the tourists arrive on Sao Vicente first,
because it has the airport. Typically, they will
stay there a few days, enjoying the greater
cultural identity and the deserted beaches,
before taking the ferry to Santo Antao. >

Ramos Caste
y ,T:-'._:._,_ i X 3 . [

The entrance gate is made
of recycled metal cans.




[he raised volume containing the breakiast room

provides a shaded area bevond the entrance gate

The roof terrace on the old
colonial house is the heart

of the complex
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Rramos Castellano Arquitectos

red Theo Lautrey, a French trekking
evelop ideas for a hotel for those

2 ous trekking pilgrims on Sao Vicente.
advenu_ltﬂ[ .n old colonial house on the edge
He huugih irliczll centre of Mindelo, the capital
of the ]-lqlﬁt{:d His idea was that it would both
of thfi .ﬁ,z'tﬂ;lfi st travel agency and be the core
1€ LI+

h?:he otel he wanted to build around it. By
0 oy

o both services and lodging, the project
iz I(; E::n-ﬂgndy 4 complete tourist package,
W'DU: 'r:ine; the charm of a frontier post with
:Eg Lzmﬁ;r[ of a four-star hotel. .

And so the young French guide began
his search for the right architect to rezflize
his dream. But whoever has been to Sao |
Vicente Knows that the 227 km? of vnlcanllc
carth, flailed by oceanic waves and hot winds
regularly exceeding 20 knots, 1s not an easy

This inspl
guide; tO d

The 15-m-long footbridge to the roof
terrace adds a sense of adventure.

‘Sao Vicente
must be
respected for
what it has
Mmanaged

[0 become
despite the
difficulties it
has faced’

Mindelo — S3q Vicente — Cape Verde

place to live. Without raw materials and
developed by the former Po =5
to be a stop-over for cha
between Europe and A
survives th

ainly
rtuguese colonists
rcoal-carrying ships
merica, Cape Verde only
anks to small businesses,
and regular aid from Portug
hand, the ;

tourism
al. On the one
archipelago’s geographic isolation
scarce resources and relatively small numbc:r
{.)f inhabitants have shaped a strong cultural
identity, but on the other the new écnemlinns

b_ave not learned to adapt to cha nge and pursue
innovation. Contemporary Cape Verdean
architecture is pretty unremarkable: simple

cubic volumes, flat roofs and aluminium

fixtures. In this barren architectural landscape
Lautrey met Ramos and Castellano and

commissioned them to design what would turn
out to be the Terra Lodge Hotel.

v

N Y

Ramos actually already

knew the colonial
house from her childho

' od. Castellano got
to know it by spending a lot of time

gelling a sense of its potential be
surf. Inspiration arrived one d

on site,
fore his daily

| ay, when the
architects were standing on the rooftop of

the house, then still almost a ruin, facing the
breath-taking panoramic view of the island.
Its colourful roofs were like steps descending

to the south-west towards Baia Do Porto
Grande, and beyond, to the hardened hills and
the iconic Monte Cara. The thought hit them
that the anarchistic growth of houses on the
arid lava rocky mountain could be understood
as 1ts vegetation. Ramos and Castellano: ‘We
decided to respect the context and use the same
philosophical architectural approach of the

surrounding buildings, adapting the spaced »
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over four

The hotel rooms are distributed

separate volumes.

S0 Vicente — Cape Verde
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Instead of a TV set and ai
r conditioning, guests
::.- :rﬂﬁcred a view of the bay and “m“;IF“E
ntilation supplemented with electric fans.

units to the terrai ,
= the terrain morphology. Because Sao
(10E1 " - . 7 ;
v ite 1s both beautiful and ugly, it must
e lived as it is, wi Vapts e
s 1 as 1t 1s, without being judged, and it
lb'}‘j " v ’ -'H - ks
@ ¢ respected for what it has managed to
CDI E 5 5 P : - ) L w 4
"'“1‘_51*1 spite the difficulties it has faced.
he architects divi gl
s architects divided the hotel rooms
separat T and one suite) into four volumes
sLpdrale T TOT1T it . - 53
g lc by circumnavigating paths that
U{: '[ ] : s - - e L L
They 4 ‘L{ the reception and main entrance
aclde E: ; : £ -
s ded to use the significant slope of
W * 10 Cre: & ’ .
o Create various terraces and, through
several stone retaini , throug
to the rock aining walls, chose to allude
OCKV n: "oy ~
destinati Y nature of Santo Antao, the final
'*"Uluml 'm}l of the hotel guests. The four
es, three equ; ' -
the west i ¢ equal- and one double-sized on
St side, blend into the bui 2
B o oy O 0 the built environment
e JOK the city and the bay. R« -
eing set in line. {1 vay. Rather than
111'1-1' , there are small variations in
dl10 1ot 1il-. |
e n, just like the surrounding
- - ANEIr terraces have t
according ¢ _ s have been placed
& 10 precise solar path studi
ar path studies. Wooden

Panels iy
In the ver;
S verandas :

. L ¥ L8 P ] il T s Tl n ok
‘adiation durin block direct solar
SPOts |

POLs for the

lmlldingS

Tl L auie :
: g the day and provide protected
The r_t-sllt s to enjoy the views.
Pt e our volumes rest at diff
Ehts on et at different
takep e ¢ walls, as if they are rocks
Om the overhanging 1
anging mountain. The

31”1151
1eltere

\ .L'{_l ' I
L . I l-ltlls ;l ! e T ad Ko
lu a 15‘“"'1011,_,; t the back lend access
Eﬂding >
Eﬂ[”“lﬂ!

WO( ~ i

e vooden suspension bridge,
errz ;

o émce on the roof of the old
- “rossing the bridge evokes
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B Thebr
| 'e breakfast room s
i raised on pilotis

Cross ventilation keeps the breakfast room cool

ds and not catering to ephemeral

an exquisite dish cooked
dients found in the fridge,
cts have done the best
had at their disposal.
ct for the

basic nee
fashions.” Like
with a few ingre
the two young archite
with the very little they
Sustainability, sociality and respe
people and place that welcomed them when
they moved to Sio Vicente are three of the
pillars of the Terra Lodge. The fourth is love for
architecture and, In their small way, the desire
to change the world through beauty. [n order to
get the essence of that beauty, Castellano ?

a sense of

a certain Indiana Jones feeling -
race, where

adventure. The large panoramic ter
guests can enjoy drinks and the sunset, is
the pulsating heart of the complex. And if
the four volumes holding the rooms can be
seen as the oxygenating lungs of the complex,
the breakfast bar suspended on pilotis is the
stomach. Like the hotel rooms, it has numerous
openings to guarantee cross ventilation.

As the architects say: ‘Every solution
d and adapted t0 the island.
and essential, satisfying

has been simplifie
The complex 18 simple




Ar uitECtOS - = da V C
2amos ( }astellano q - ] -

M nde 0 Saﬂ 1ICeénte — ﬂpe Verde
I ong Section

Spent days sleepin

; g on site, in

. the sun from sunrise to sunset
the gusts of wind. Such a holy’ appro *
;m a totally handmade project, using

e my of the building
construction into the social environment’,

The external materials have been left
rav.i: wood for the verandas, lime putty for the
".u'lui'hltE plaster, The ecological soul of the project
Is embodied in the adopted recycled material,
such as the colourful entrance gate made of
cast-off petroleum barrels - used for shipping
goods and employed by the locals to make
artisanal objects. Furthermore, the building
is self-sufficient thanks to the photovoltaic
panels hidden on the roofs and the water-
recycling systems used to irrigate the native
plants. Finally, all of the furniture, including
the lighting, was designed by the architects
The hotel rooms are accessed from the north, via S sl o S
e o s e e e wood taken from electric cable reels. In spite of

the very happy ending, construction was not
always easy and it encountered delays, as also
happens in any couple's life. ‘During the past
two years, we have also learnt that the same
rules should be applied to both architecture

éEv ew s olu tion h a s and private life. We all need passion and

compassion, respect and (a lot of) patience, say

been Simpliﬁed and R’imﬂstalrlidolstcuanus.mmn;,_
adapted to the island’

fceling
ach led
the local

Cross Section

The 12 rooms combine contemporary

comfort with the character and appeal
of historical heritage.

Veranda
Entrance
Office

Den
Reception
Bedroom
Storage
Terrace

Pool

Garden

Roof terrace
Footbridge
Breakfast room
Kitchen
Water storage




	image00001
	image00002
	image00003
	image00004
	image00005
	image00006
	image00007

